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Islamic culture has produced some of the finest achievements of humanity. "Introducing Islam" is a

fascinating look into a sometimes misunderstood faith.
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I sometimes wonder how much a good book is actually worth as opposed to what you pay for it the

first time you buy it? In case of this particular book, it cost me more for the simple fact that I bought it

at the ISNA Bazaar at the ISNA Convention in Rosemont in September and registration for the

event alone was a cool $65. But I can say this without a doubt that this book is worth every penny

just for the sheer creativity with which it presents the case.The book mainly focuses on introducing

Islam as an innovative 'idea' (I will come back to this) complete with illustrations,callouts and Fez

-the book's very own tour guide. So is this the right approach of explaining something as complex

and misunderstood as Islam? Is the author trying to oversimplify things? 'Yes' to the former and

'Maybe' to the latter. But let's be honest here. How many people actually like 'to read'? Personally I

think reading is the most 'faked' hobby anyone has for the simple fact that it is literally fake-able.

You see people peering down at a newspaper or a fat paperback and you are convinced. But if that



was so why do we have such a dearth of 'well-read' induviduals?Anyway, the point is that people do

less reading and more looking and for that reason alone, something that serves both purposes, this

book is perfect.The book breaks the mould by not presenting the basic Islamic teachings first off but

starts by talking about Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) directly and correcting the (new) readers of not

calling Muslims 'Mohammedians'. This is the first misconception and it is quite widespread.The book

continues further to explain a bit of history and the revelation of the Quran, it's importance and

impact.
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